
Saratoga Wilton Golden Goal 

Boys Turf Cup 

Saturday, March 17 & Sunday, March 18 2018 

1. FIFA / Laws 

FIFA rules with subject to US Soccer guidelines and with the following 
modifications. 

 
2. Team Acceptance 

a)   The tournament reserves the right to accept or reject any team 
application.  

b)   No team shall be deemed accepted unless written notification has 
been sent from the Tournament Director. Written communication  

directly with the team contact is the only “official” acceptance.  

c)  Accepted teams are required to have valid rosters, laminated player 

passes and current year medical release forms.  

d)   Participation fees which are returned from any bank for any reason 
will NOT be re-deposited. The amount of the check plus a $25.00  

fee (cashier’s check or money order) must be received by the tournament 
office within 7 days.  

f)   Team Registration will be held on Saturday March 17th at Golden 
Goal Sports Park at the site HQ registration desk located at the central 

pavilion tent, provided that registration is completed at least 60 minutes 
before the teams first scheduled tournament game.   

 

3. Team Roster and Player Documentation 

a) Teams must participate with a valid 2017-18 season roster from a 
National Governing Body.   

i) US Club Soccer Teams – 2017/2018 season match roster, laminated 
player passes, laminated coach passes, and US Club 2016 medical 

release forms. 



ii) USYS Teams – 2017/2018 match roster, laminated player passes, 

laminated coach passes, notification to travel from State 
Association for all states outside of Eastern New York and 2016 

medical release forms. 

iii) International teams 2017/2018 match day roster, laminated player 
passes, laminated coach passes, notification to travel from National 

Soccer Federation or affiliate and 2016 medical release form. 

b) Maximum tournament roster size for U13, U14, U15, and U16/17 is 

twenty-one (21). A maximum of eighteen (18) players may be 

selected for each game. The players selected for the games may 
change from game to game.   A maximum tournament roster size for 

U12 is eighteen (18) for each game. 

4. Eligibility 

 

a) To be eligible all players participating in a specific age group must be 

born on or after the cutoff date as shown below:  

Age Group Born On or After 

U 12 01/01/2006 

U 13 01/01/2005 

U 14 01/01/2004 

U15 01/01/2003 

U 16 01/01/2002 

U 17 01/01/2001 

U 18 01/01/2000 

 

b) Teams must be properly registered and in good standing with their 
state, national and regional associations.  

c) At registration each team shall provide the original and leave a 
photocopy of the official team roster.  The roster must include a 

uniform number for each rostered player and each guest/loan player, 
which must remain constant for the entire event and game the number 

on the Player Profiles submitted. 



d) At registration, a team representative must present for each player on 

the official team roster: a player passes with photo IDs, an executed 
authorization for Medical Treatment form, (the authorization must be 

executed within the last 12 months and should be notarized) and a 
signed Golden Goal Participation Waiver as per section 4h.  

e) Each player shall possess a laminated, current, validated player pass 
or proper pass from their national association and a current notarized 

medical release form. 

f) Each coach/manager shall possess a laminated, current, validated 

player pass or proper pass from their national association. 

g) Each team must be represented at the field of play by at least one of 

the following: a registered coach (19 years old or over), registered 
assistant coach, registered trainer and/or manager. Only properly 

registered personnel will be allowed or on the team bench during a 
game. There is a limit of four (4) bench personnel. 

h) All teams are responsible for having participating coaches and players 

complete and hand in at registration the Golden Goal participation 
waiver. The waiver can be downloaded at the following link: 

 http://goldengoalpark.com/wp-content/uploads/2014GoldenGoal%20ParticipationWaiver.pdf 

 

5. Guest Players 

a) Each team may be allowed to add to their tournament roster the 
maximum allowed number of guest players as per below: 

i) U12 - 6 players 

ii) U13-  8 players 

iii) U14 - 8 Players 

iv) U15 – 8 players 

v) U16 and U17- 8 players 

b) Players must play on their own team if their team is playing in the 

Tournament and are not eligible to play as a guest player with another 
team.  

http://goldengoalpark.com/wp-content/uploads/2014GoldenGoal%20ParticipationWaiver.pdf


c) Guest players must meet all requirements for individual team players. 

An official guest player form, medical release form, laminated player 
pass, and interstate transfer form is required for all Guest Players 

(USYSA Teams) 

d) Guest player passes must be the same type as the team the guest is 

playing for, e.g. USYS, US Club Soccer or International, etc.  

e) Due to the different rules and regulations for guest players throughout 

the many USYS organizations and other National Governing Bodies, it 
is the responsibility of the players and coaches to make sure all the 

required forms and documents are provided to the tournament. If in 
doubt, contact the State Associations and/or National Governing Body 

involved.  

 

6. Player Equipment 

a) Where the color of the jersey is similar or identical, the designated 

away team (the team listed second in the schedule) will change  

jerseys.  

b) All players must have uniforms with individual numbers on the 

jerseys (excluding goalkeepers).  

c) No jewelry may be worm by any player (earrings, watches, 

necklaces, etc.)  

d) Players wearing casts are allowed to play with the approval of the on 

field referee. Please bring bubble wrap and foam wrap to cover any 
casts.  Knee braces, if worn, must be covered completely.  No rigid 

casts are allowed.  Game referee has final authority whether any cast 
is permissible in that game. 

e) Shin guards must be worn at all times by all players.  

f) Medical ID bracelets must be taped.  

g) All referee decisions are final regarding player equipment.  

7. Substitutions 

 

Substitutions shall be unlimited, but made only at the following times: 



a) Goal kick, after goals, half time, at the beginning of an overtime 

period, throw in by the team in possession or after a yellow card - for 
carded player. 

b) An injured player may be substituted at the discretion of the referee. If 
a substitution is made for the injured player, the opposing team may 

also make one substitution (with the referee’s acknowledgement).  

 

8. Behavior: Player, Coach, Spectator Ejection 

a) Any player ejected from a game will not be replaced and will not be 

allowed to participate in their team’s immediate next game. Ejection 
for fighting by players will result in the player not being allowed to 

participate in any remaining tournament games. 

b) Any coach ejected from a games will not be allowed to coach his/her 

team in its next game. Ejection for fighting by coaches will result in 
the coach not being allowed to participate in any remaining 

tournament games. 

c) Each coach is responsible for the conduct of the players and parents 
on his/her team. Coaches not taking responsibility for their sideline’s 

conduct may be cautioned and/or ejected.  

d) Coaches, players, or spectators ejected must not be within “sight or 

sound” of the playing field.  

e) Any coach, parent, team official, player or spectator threatening 

violence or verbal abuse to any individual will immediately be ejected 
from the tournament and the team may be ejected from the 

tournament.  This type of behavior is not acceptable at this event and 
will not be tolerated. 

f) In accordance with FIFA rules, players and coaches will be shown a 
card (yellow/red) when being cautioned or sent off. 

g) If a player receives three (3) yellow cards in three different games 
that player shall be required to serve a one game suspension by sitting 

out the next game. 

h) The home State Association or member thereof and the home club or 
league shall, except in the case of referee assault or abuse, have the 

responsibility for imposing, should circumstances warrant, additional 



penalties within their respective jurisdictions with regard to any 

matters arising from the tournament or games. 

 

9. Seating 

a) Teams will occupy one side of the field with each team being seated 

between the 18 yard and center lines.  

b) A maximum of 18 players may be on the bench. 

c) Players not selected to participate on the game day roster may not sit on 
the bench. 

d) Spectators will occupy the opposite side of the field, opposite their team, 
between the 18 yard and center lines.  

e) Artificial noise maker devices are prohibited. Alcoholic beverages, pets 
and use of cigarettes and/or tobacco products are not permitted at Golden 

Goal Sports Park.  It is the responsibility of the coach/manager to inform 
their players and parents of these guidelines. 

 

10. Competition Format 

a) The number of games duration of each game is indicated below.  

i) U12; 8 v 8 - 50 minute games/5 min half time 

ii) U13; 11 v 11- 60 minute games/ 5 min half time    

iii) U14; 11 v 11 - 60 minute games/5 min half time  

iv) U15/U16; 11 v 11- 70 minute games/5 min half time 

v) U17/18; 11 v 11- 70 minute games/ 5 min half time 

b) At halftime of the game, the referee shall stop play, the teams shall 

change ends and play shall resume with a kickoff at the center mark.  
Teams at all age groups will have a 2 minute halftime to do this. 

c) In the event of inclement weather, games may be shortened or 
cancelled at the discretion of the Tournament Director. 



d) FIFA Inspected/Approved size 5 balls shall be used at ages U13 

through U 17, and FIFA Inspected/Approved size 4 balls shall be used 
at ages U-8 through U-12, to be supplied by the home team. 

e) U12 size goals: 21 x 7. U14 and up will use full sized goals 

 

11. Game Time  

a) It is requested that teams be present 30 minutes in advance of the 

scheduled commencement of a game to aid in the timely start of 
play. Seven players constitute a team when playing 11 v 11. Six 

players constitute a team when playing 8 v 8. 

b) The tournament does not require the referee to add time for 

substitutions.  

c) The official clock will not stop for any reason unless in the judgment 

of the referee: Removing an injured player from the field would 
endanger the physical well-being of the player, or, other conditions 

so warrant in the judgment of the referee. 

d) Any game shortened due to injury will be continued or made up at 
the sole direction in of the Tournament Director. 

12. Points System 

For each game teams shall be awarded: 

a) 3 points for a win 

b) 1 point or a tie 

c) 0 points for a loss 

 

13. Determination of Bracket Winners 

If two or more teams are tied on points their position in the bracket shall 

be determined by the following process of elimination: 

a) Goal Differential- Once a team goes up by 6 goals, goal differential 

will not count for any further goals.  A six goal lead is the max lead 
that will count towards goal differential. 



b) Most goals scored.   

c) Least number of goals allowed. 

d) Head-to-head competition – Except where three teams are tied, in 

which case head-to-head competition will not be used.  

e) Coin toss 

 

14. Forfeits 

 

A forfeit shall be awarded under the following circumstances: 

a) The minimum number of players of a team are not present and 
prepared to play within five minutes of the scheduled commencement 

time.   

b) A team fields an overaged player or non-rostered player in the game. 

c) A 3-0 victory to the opponent be awarded. 

d) Any team forfeiting a game will not be allowed to be the bracket 
winner.  

 

15. Inclement Weather 

 

a) Regardless of weather conditions, coaches and their teams must 

appear at the respective field site, ready to play as scheduled.  

b) Failure to appear will result in forfeiture of the game.  

c) Only the Tournament Director may cancel or postpone a game.  

d) Referees, at their discretion, may suspend a game in the case of 
severe weather.  

e) Tournament Directors may cancel any and all games. In case of severe 
weather that occurs after the beginning of play, the Tournament 

Director may reduce the length of the game and may discontinue or 
cancel the game.  



f) Should a game be terminated due to weather conditions after half-

time, the game will be considered official and the score at the time will 
stand. If a game is terminated prior to the half every attempt will be 

made to complete the game. However, other necessary means 
determined by the Tournament Director may be used to determine a 

winner.  

g) Referees will not consider beginning or continuing games when a 

lightning storm exists.  

16. Protests  

None allowed. 

17. Tournament Cancellation Policy 

 
a) If tournament is cancelled prior to the application deadline listed on 

the tournament website all tournament deposits or fees will be fully 
refunded to teams. 

b) If a team withdraws from the tournament after being accepted into the 

tournament the application fee is non-refundable. 
c) If the tournament is cancelled due to inclement weather after the 

Acceptance Deadline listed on the website all the accepted team’s 

deposits or payments will be credited towards a future Golden Goal 
tournament event. 

d) If a tournament is cancelled due to inclement weather after the 
tournament has commenced the tournament fee is non-refundable. 

 

18. Special Note 

 

Be sure to have in your possession at each game: 

a) Laminated current/validated player passes.  

b) Current medical release forms for each player.   

c) Tournament approved/validated Match roster 2015/2016 season.  

d) All validated required guest player documentation.  

e) Notification to travel for ALL USYS Teams. Only eastern New York 

Youth Soccer Association teams are not required to complete a 
permission to travel.  



f) These are subject to inspection at any time by referees or tournament 

officials. All rosters and permission to travel forms will be checked 
prior to the tournament.  

g) The Tournament is dedicated to the development of all of the athletes 
participating in the event, to good sportsmanship and to the “good of 

soccer.” The Tournament Director may suspend, without recourse or 
appeal, any players, coaches, parents, or other persons who 

demonstrate anything less. 

All teams must comply with the 2018 Tournament rules and Tournament 

Director’s decisions are final. 

19.  International Teams 

a.) International teams are welcomed to play in this tournament.  They 
have to acquire Permission to Travel from their National Association 

and provide the documents listed in section 3 and 4 above.  

20.  Golden Goal Athlete Village 

a) Golden Goal Athlete Village is located adjacent to the tournament 

fields and able to offer accommodation, meals, and amenities of the 
athlete village to any teams that wish to reside overnight. 

b) Cabin accommodation provided to teams, chaperones, and coaches. 

c) Overnight package includes evening meal and breakfast. 

d) Stay and play package: Stay overnight as a team at Golden Goal’s 

athlete village during a tournament event and your tournament fee is 
waived.  Contact Tournament Director regarding package availability 

by emailing chadm@goldengoalpark.com. 

e) Limited number of chaperones may supervise teams at athlete village. 

 

21.  Hotels: 

a) Comfort Suites, in Lake George, is the official tournament hotel 

offering special rates to participating team parents.  A variety of other 
hotels also offer special tournament rates.  Please contact the tournament 

director for promo code. 



b) Teams and affiliated persons that are disrespectful and/or damage 

hotel property will be ejected from the tournament and will not be 
accepted for future participation. 

c) Additionally, those team(s) will be responsible for all expenses. 

22.  Disclaimer 

Neither the Tournament Director, Golden Goal Sports Park, Saratoga 
Wilton Soccer Club or the Tournament Sponsors are responsible for any 

expenses incurred by any team in the event that the tournament is 
cancelled in whole or in part or in the event games are discontinued or 

cancelled due to inclement weather or adverse field conditions, nor will 
any refunds be made. The Tournament Director reserves the right to 

decide all matters pertaining to the tournament. The judgment of the 
Tournament Director is final. The Tournament Director has authority to 

make all decisions and these decisions will be final. All referee decisions 
are final and binding. 

 

 

 

 


